
[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 

To make further Provision for the Relief of the 
Destitute Poor in Ireland, 



[N.B. — The Clauses marled (A.) to (E.) were added hy the 
Committee.'] 



C 3 R. by an Act passed in the second year of the 

reign of Her present Majesty, intituled, An Act for the 
more effectual Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland,” and by sub- 
sequent Acts amending the same, provision has been made for the 
5 relief of the poor in Workhouses by the Guardians of the poor in the 
several Unions in Ireland : And whereas the powers of the said 
Guardians of the poor have not been found sufficient for the due 
relief of the destitute poor, and it is expedient to make further pro- 
vision in that behalf j ft (EnattCb, by The QUEEN’s most 

10 Excellent Majesty, by and . with the Advice and Consent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parlia- 
ment assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT the 
Guardians of the poor of every Union in Ireland shall make provision 
for the due relief of all such destitute poor persons as are permanently 
15 disabled from labour by reason of old age, infirmity, or bodily or 
mental defect ; and it shall be lawful for the said Guardians to relieve 
such poor persons, being destitute as aforesaid, either in the Workhouse 
or out of the Workhouse, as to them shall appear fitting and expedient 
in each individual case; and the said Guardians shall take order for 
20 relieving and setting to work in the Workhouse of the Union, at all 
times when there shall be sufficient room in the Workhouse of the 
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Union to enable them so to do, such other persons as the said Guar- 
dians shall deem to be destitute poor, and unable to support themselves 
by their own industry or by other lawful means. 

126. A And 
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2 . 

Cr^Auss (A.) 

te^outhol-ifd Enacted, That if at any time it shall be shown to the 

satisfaction of the Poor Law Commissioners, that by reason of the 
want of room in the Workhouse of any Union, or in such additional 
Workhouse or Workhouses as may have been or may be provided for 
the reception and maintenance of the Poor of such Union, adequate 5 
relief cannot be afforded therein to destitute poor persons not being 
persons permanently disabled as aforesaid, or that the Workhouses of 
any Union, by reason of fever or infectious disease, are unfitfor the re- 
ception of poor persons, it shall be lawful for the said Commissioners 
from time to time, by order under their seal, to authorize and empower lu 
the Guardians of such Union to administer relief out of the Workhouse 
to such destitute poor persons for any time not exceeding Two calendar 
Months Jrom the date of such order, and at any time after the making 
of such order to revoke the same by an order under their seal for that 
purpose, and on the receipt hv the Guardians of any Union, of any ^ 
such order authorizing relief out of the Workhouse as aforesaid, they 
shall make provision accordingly for the relief of the destitute poor 
persons of the said Union accordingly, for such time as shall be specified 
in the said order, or until the said order shall be revoked 2 Provided 
always, That all relief given out of the Workhouse to able-bodied 20 
persons, under the authority of any such order, shall be given in food 
only ; save as hereinafter provided in any case of sudden and urgent 
necessity. 

, 3 - . 

ReguUtioM aa to And be it Enacted, That the Poor Law Commissioners, from time 

applicRtion for , ’ 

relief, &c. to time, as they shall see fi:t, shall regulate and determine the manner 25 

of application for all relief to be given under the provisions of this 
Act, and the manner of inquiring in to the circumstances of the applicants 
for relief, and the kind, of relief to be aferded out of the Workhouse, 
when not directly specified by this Act, and the manner of granting, 
ordering and giving such relief, and keeping tlie accounts thereof, and (if S'J 
, , making and keeping lists of the persons so applying and of the per- 

sons so relieved ; and the Guardians of the Union and their officers 
shall administer such relief, subject to the rules and reguiatious so to 
be made by the said Commissioners as aforesaid. 

4. 

RelieTing Officers to And be it Enacted, That the Poor Law Commissioners shall 35 

be appoinjed. direct the Guardians of each Union in Ireland to appoint so many 
relieving officers as the said Commissioners may deem requisite to 
, assist in the administration of relief under this Act, and under the 
Acta now in force for the relief of the destitute poor in Ireland ; and 
the said Guardians on receiving such authority and direction shall 
appoint such relieving officers accordingly. 

And 
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And be it Enacted, That in any case in which it shall appear to the Medical Officers 
Poor Law Commissioners that the appointment of a medical officer 
or medical officers for affording medical relief out of the Workhouse 
in any Union is necessary and expedient, it shall be lawful for the 
5 Commissioners to direct the Guardians of the Union to appoint a 
medical officer or medical officers, and the Guardians, on the receipt 
of such authority and direction, shall appoint a medical officer or 
medical officers accordingly. 

And be it Enacted, That every relieving officer so appointed as RclicvingMcs 
10 aforesaid shall have power to give piovisional relief in anv case of pnmsioncl 

sadden and urgent necessity, either by an order of admission to the the 

Workhouse or fever hospital of the Union, provided there be room 
therein respectively, and by conveying any destitute poor person 
thereto if necessary, or by affording such poor person immediate and 
IJ temporary relief in food, lodging or medical attendance, until the 
next ordinary meeting of the Board of Guardians, at which meeting 
he shall report the case, and the nature and cost of the relief so 
afforded, in such form and manner as the. Poor Law Commissioners 
shall prescribe, and after such report shall give no further relief, 

20 otherwise than by direction of the Board of Guardians in the case 
so reported; and the Guardians of the Union shall furnish the 
relieving officers with the necessary funds for affording relief in manr 
ner aforesaid, and for the relief of those destitute poor persons tawhoin 
relief shall be granted by the Board of Guardians, at such times and 
25 in such manner as the Poor Law Commissioners shall determine and 
direct. 

And be it Enacted, That all relief given under this Act to a wife or Relief to Wife or 
child shall be considered as given, to the person who under the pro- 
visions of the first-recited Act shall be liable to maintain such ^ case may be. 
30 or child ; and it shall not be lawful to give relief under the 
provisions of this Act other than medical relief to any wife or child 
unless it shall be lawful to give relief to the. husband or parent 
respectively. 

g 

And be it Enacted, That no relief given under the authority of Reliefncttobegiren 
35 this Act shall be given from the poor-rates of any Union to any 
person not being withiil the Union when so relieved. 

9 - 

And be it Enacted, That for the purpose of charing the relief Howco^^fiut-door 
afforded out of the Workhouse under the provisions- of this Act, the 
Poor Law Commis.sioners shall cause to be printed, and shall furnish 
40 to every Glerk of an Union in Ireland, a register-book, to be called 
? The Out-Door Relief Register,” in a form similar to the Workhouse 
Register prescribedby the first-recited Act, in which the Clerk of the 
A 2 Union 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 4 ) 



Union shall register, together with the other particulars in ihe said 
form required, the name of the electoral division in which every person 
relieved under this Act, out of the Workhouse, shall have been resident 
at the time of his beginning to receive such relief; and all the pro- 
visions of the said Acts now in force for the relief of the destitute 
poor in Ireland, which determine the circumstances under which any 
person shall be deemed to have been resident in an electoral division 
and the raanuer of charging the expense of the relief of persons 
stated in the register to have been so resident in some electoral 
division, and of persons not stated in the register to have been so 
resident, and all the provisions of the said Acts which relate to the 
production of the register at every meeting of Guardians, for their 
approval, examination, and correction, and the signing and counter- 
signing of the same, and all provisions of the said Acts which relate 
to the power of appealing against the decision of the Board of Guar- 
dians, touching the description of the residence of any person in the 
said register, and to the costs which may be incurred in such appeal, 
shall extend and apply to the Oat-Door Relief Register to be kept 
as aforesaid, under the provisions of this Act, and to the persons 
relieved under this Act out of the Workhouse, and to the manner of jo 
charging the expense of the relief so afforded to such persons under 
this Act, and to the decisions of the Board of Guardians, touching 
the description of the residence of any person in the Out-Door Relief 
Register. 



10 . 

Clause (C.) 

All expenses beyond 
a sum of fifteen 
Pence in the Pound 
to be charged to the 
Union at lai^e. 



11 . 

Clause (D.) 
Ex-ofiRcio Guardians 
not to exceed the 
number of Elective 
Chiardians. 



And be it Enacted, That whenever the expenses chargeable to an ^5 
electoral division of an Union in Ireland, in any one Half-year, shall 
exceed a sum amounting to One Shilling and Three-pence in the 
Pound on the net-annual value of such division, a portion of the said 
expenses amounting to One Shilling and Three-pence in the Pound 
shall be charged to the said electoral division, and the remainder 30 
thereof shall be charged to the Union at large. 

AND whereas it is expedient to increase the number of qualified 
Justices which, according to the provisions of the said first-recited 
Act, may be appointed to act as ex-officio Guardians of any Union; 

BE it Enacted, That so much of the said Act as provides that the ^ 
number of ex-officio Guardians of any Union shall in no case 
exceed One-third of the number of Guardians to be elected by the 
late-payers of such Union shall be repealed, and from and after the 
passing of this Act every Justice of the Peace resident in an Union in 
Ireland, and acting for the county in which he resides, who shall he 4a 
qualified under the provisions of the said first-recited Act to be or ■ 
to be appointed an ex-officio Guardian of the Union, shall be an 
ex-officio Guardian thereof, unless the number of Justices so qualified 

shah 
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shall exceed ihe number of Guardians to be elected by the rate- 
payers of such Union ; and in every case in which the number of 
Justices so qualified as aforesaid shall exceed the number of Guar- 
dians to be elected by the rate-payers, the ex-officio Guardians now 
5 acting shall act until the expiration of their year of office, and the 
Justices so qualified shall, within Twenty-eight Days from the passinu 
of this Act, assemble at a meeting to be specially held for the purpose" 
at a time and place to be appointed by an order of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, and shall, in the manner provided bydhe said first-recited 
10 Act for the appointment of ex-officio Guardians, proceed to appoint 
from the Justices so qualified, and not acting as ex-officio Guardians 
a number of persons which, added to the number of ex-officio Guar- 
dians already appointed, shall be equal to the number of the Guardians 
to be elected by the ratepayers ; and theJustices so appointed shall be 
entitled to act as ex-officio Guardians of the Poor of the Union 
until the Twenty-ninth day of September next after their appointment’ 
or until others shall be appointed in their stead ; and on the Twenty- 
ninth day of September next after such appointment; and on the same 
day of the said month in every succeeding year, or within Fourteen Days 
20 thereof, the Justices so qualified shall proceed in the appointment of 
a number of ex-officio Guardians equal to the number of elected 
Guardians, in the manner provided by the said first-recited Act • and 
all the provisions of the said Act not hereby repealed, and Jf the 
other Acts in force for the relief of the Poor in Ireland, which 
relate to ex-officio Guardians, shall extend and apply to the eLoffido 
Guardians to be appointed under the provisions of this Act : Pro- 
vided always. That whenever the number of Justices qualified as 
aforesaid to act as ex-officio Guardians in any Union shall, by death 
removal, disqualification to act, or from any other cause, be reduced to 
30 or below the number of the elective Guardians, then and so long as 
the number shall not exceed the number of elective Guardians, the 
whole of the Justices so qualified shall be entitled to act as ex-officio 
Guardians. 

AND whereas by the first-recited Act it is provided that in case 
35 regular meetings of the Board of Guardians of any Union shall not 
be holden at the times enjoined by the orders of the Poor Law Com- 
nnsstoners, or in case through the default of the Guardians, the duties 
oi such Board of Guardians shall not be duly and effectually discharged 
according to the intention of the said first-recited Act, the Commis- 
,,0 smners shall declare such Board of Guardians to be dissolved, and 
s all order a fresh election of the Guardlans-of such Union; and in 
case the Guardians elected at such fresh election shall not hold regular 
meetings at the times enjoined by the orders of the Commissioners, or 
m case through the default of such Guardians the duties of such 
Board of Guardians shall not be duly and effectually discharged 
A 3 according 



12 . 

Clauss (E.) 
The Poor Law Com 
mi^ioners maj 
dissolve a Board of 
Gum'diaus, oq de- 
fault, without any 
intermediate elec- 
tion. 
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according to the intenliop of the said first-recited Act, then the Com- 
missioners maj appoint such and so many paid officers as they may 
think fit to carry into execution the provisions of the said Act and 
from time to time revoke and determine such appointments : And 
whereas it is expedient for the more prompt and efiectual execution 5 
of the Acts now in force for the relief of the destitute ooor in 
Ireland, and of this Act, to amend the above-recited provision as 
hereinafter is provided ; BE it Enacted, That from and after the pass, 
ing of this Act, in case regular meetings of the Board of Guardians 
of any Union shall not be holden at the times enjoined by the said 10 
Commissioners, or in case, through the default of the Guardians, the 
duties of such Board of Guardians shall not be duly and effectually- 
discharged according to the intention of the several Acts which now 
are or hereafter shall be in force for the relief of the destitute poor in 
Ireland and of this Act, it shall be lawful for the Poor Law Commis- „ 
sinners to dissolve the said Board of Guardians, and the said Com- 
missioners shall thereupon at once, and without ordering, such fresh 
election of the Guardians as in the said Act is provided, appoint such 
and so maDy paid officers as they may think fit to carry into execution 
the provisions of the said Acts and of this Act ; and all tie provisions so 
of the first-recited Act, which relate to the powers, duties, and salaries 
of such paid officers appointed by the Commissioners after a fresh 
election of the Board of Guardians as aforesaid, and to the security 
to be given by, such paid officers, and to their continuance in office, 
shaU extend and apply to the powers, duties and salaries of such paid sj 
officers shall be appointed by the said Commissioners under this 
Act, without ordering a fresh election of the Board of Guardians, and 
to the security to be given by such officers, and to their continuance 
in office respectively. 

J3- 

Qualifications, 
duties, appointinentj 
remorai and salaries 
of Officers. 



And be it Enacted, That the Poor Law Commissioners shall have 30 
the same power and authority in respect of all officers appointed under 
this Act, to define and prescribe the qualifications of such officers, and 
their duties, and the places or limits within which those duties, shall 
be performed respectively, and to determine the continuance in office or 
removal of such officers, and to appoint fit and proper persons in their 35 
room, on the neglect or refusal of the parties competent in that behalf 
to appoint, and to regulate from time to time the salaries payable 
to such officers, and the mode of payment thereof, and the propor- 
tions m which the salaries shall be charged to the electoral divisions 
of a Union, as the said Commissioners have in respect of paid officers 40 
appointed under the Acts now in force for the Relief of the Destitute 
Poor in Ireland ; and the officers appointed under this Act shall be 
subject to the same disqualification or removal from office, and shall 
be liable to the same penalties and forfeitures, actions, indictments, QC 

Other 
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other proceedings, criminal or civil, as the paid officers appointed 
under the provisions of the said Acts no«- in force, as aforesaid. 

And be it Enacted, That the administration of relief under this ’ 4 - 

Act shall be subject to the direction and control of the Poor Law 
5 Commissioners ; and all orders, rules and regulations made by the C«™is«onen. 

said Commissioners in execution of this Act shall be of the same 
force and effect, and shall be subject to the same conditions, as orders 
rules and regulations of the said Commissioners issued in execution 
of the said Acts now in force. 

10 And be it Enacted. That the Guardians of every Union and their » 
officers shall keep accounts, in such form as the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners shall prescribe, of all expenditure under this Act, and all the 
provisions of the said Acts now in force for the Relief of the Desti- 
tute Poor in Ireland, which relate to the auditing of accounts of the 
15 Guardians and other persons liable to account under the said Acte, 
and to the verification of such accounts on oath or otherwise, and to 
the disallowance of charges by the said Act declared to be illegal, 
and to the recovery of balances found by the auditor to be due from 
such Guardians or other persons as aforesaid ; and all the provisions 
20 of the said Acts which relate to the powers, duties and proceedings 
of the Auditors of Unions, shall extend and apply to the accounts of 
the expenditure of the Guardians and their officers under this Act, 
and to the balances found to be due thereon from the said Guardians 
or officers respectively, and to the recovery of the said balances, 

25 And be it Enacted, That the said Acts now in force for the Relief 
of the Destitute Poor in Ireland and this Act, shall be construed as 
one Act, except so far as the provisions of aig- one of such Acts may 
alter the provisions of any previous Act, 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by Actmiy \ 1 ‘ 

Any Act to be passed in this Session of P^li'ament. amended or repealed. 



16. 

Former Acts and 
this Act to be one 
Act. 
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